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Artot Weaving : 


Containing 


ANTIQUITY, 
TheeUrTiLrty and> of 
EXCELLENCY 


WEAVING. 


Written in Verſe,and divided into three Parts, 
_ By R C: 


In all thy Ations be upright and juſt, 
So thou ſincerely ſhalt Weave Truth with Truſt. 


Judg not before you read,but reed and judg, 
And at your Cenſure I ſhall never grudg. 


_ — — — — — — O——— —— —_——  — — 


LONDON: 


Priated for Joſeph Moxon, and fold at his Shop on Lud- 
gate-hill at the Signe of Atlas 3 and by James Moxon 
neer Charing-Croſs in the Strand, right a- 
gain(t King Herry the Eighths Inn. 1677. 
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To the 


READER 


CourteousREAD'E RK, G 


WY of this nature more often under : 
go the bitter Laſh of the Tongue, *<' *- 
than better Language. The Proverb warns the '. 
Shoomaker not to go beyond bis Laſt :'I baYe - _ - 
obſerved the Memento, and ſerved my ſelf « _ 
' with a matter agreeing : my ſubjet is Wgas \<" 
ving,the wortbieſt of Trades ; I am a Weawer,* 
the unworthieſt of any to eren the worth "= 
thereof , bawing done it in ſo worthleſs. a 
manner. Apelles intending to drgw thePiGure 
of Venus, called together the choiceſt beguties |, 
of Greece, that by obſerving their amiable; « 
neſs, be might the _ \anylife ber beefe-+ 


: # " 


_—— ELECT — 


To the Reader. 


Gion; ſo I bave drawn together not only the 
chiefeſt. Trades that wholly depend on Wea- 
wing, but alſo many eminent perſons who fre. 
quently frequented the ſame,that ſo I might the 
wore augment its reputation. But many words 
will not fill 2 Buſhel ; To beg applauſe I di/- 
dain, to brag of praiſe I diſclaim : if you 
read, regard; and if you judg, do it judici- 
ouſly ; then I ſhall with all willingneſs ſubmit 

80 your Cenſure ; till when continuing doubt- 
ful whether I ſhall gain your jeering Cas 
lumny or gentle Cenſure, I reſt 


Yours, 


_=_ Weg 
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The IVriter Mriehy aethrelate | 
Mans mas inp, Ws, [all., wretched ſlate : 
What bes.fr Claathing was, and then 
IVho Weaving fr /t devis d, and When 5 

So far as becanlearn relates”: | 
Which done, the Prayſes Ce{ebrates 

of Worthy Women, who thereby 

And otherwiſe deſeruedly 

Have purchas d fame 3 which being done 
This Canto to an end doth Ryn. 


7 | (Creature 
Hen God the World did make and every 
That therein is,ot every Form and Nature 3 
Man, the perfection, Crown, Eprtome 
Of all he did Create, reſerved he - 
As his laſt and beſt work 3, that fo he might 
As inalefier Frame preſent our fight 
With whatſoever he before had wrought ; 
And this into ſo ſmal a Form he brought, 
That Man in him the whole doth Comprehend, 
Which were it not_that-I much time ſhould ſpend 
Beſide my purpoſe, I partly. could ſhow 
B 


Nay 


e Anttquitte, V Hite, and 


Nay Maa in's firlt eſtate was more then fo ; 
For he not onely Mzcrocoſmos was; TOE 
But God in him did his own Image place 
Which our Divines ſay was his innocence, 
(Till he by finning raz'd it out from thence 3) 
And well might be, for God no fin doth know, 

Nor Mag did, till he fell, as Scriptures how : 

And had one Grand-fire Adawngre known fin 

The Art of Weaving need not to have been : 

For he before he did Commit offence, 

As I have ſaid, was Cloath'd with innocence ; 

But when through Sazans wilcs, he folly wrought, 

Sin brought forth ſhame, and ſhame a Covering 
And(wanting fitter, )they Figg leaves did take, (fought 
Of which by ſhames conſtraint they Aprons make. 
Thus as the Proverb ſayes, Man s quickly run 

Out of Gods bleſling into the warm Sun : ' 

For he that even now all knowledge knew, 

And to whom all perfection did accrew, 

In whom all Sapience and all Science reſted, 

Is now through diſobedience ſo deveſted 

Ofall his former knowledge, thathe had 

Not nnderftanding left him how to clad "RY 
His naked body : O moſt haples fate ! 

O alteration great! O gies ſtate ! 

O great unhappy, loſs ! How could it be | 
When he thought what helate was, andnow ſee” '- | 
A change ſo ſtrange, and that ſo ſodainly, * '' * 

But that he ſhould forthwith deſpairand dye ? 
Doubtles th' event had-ſo been ; had not he 

Who his ne er failes at need, moſt graciouſly 

Upheld him by his Mercy,/ and likewiſe 
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Promil'd God ſhould deſcend,tha; Many mig] ————— 


Nay more, when he in pitty did beaold 
Mans naked body ſubject to the cold 
Ot Winters blaites, and heatot Summers Sun, 
Alſo how ignorant he was become : 
God made them Coats of Skins, in which aray 
They thoughtthemſelves (poor wretches) very gay. 
Sec here how he that late was Lord of all 
That had a being on this Earth y Ball, 
Is of a ſuddain now become ſo poor 
That he muſtthruſt bis ſervant out. of dore, 
And force his goods his greatneed to ſupply, 
Or he himſelf muſt cold and nakedlye ; 
The beſt Mans ſeryant muſt be ftript off s ſkin, 
That Manthe Maſter might be wrap d therein, 
This their firſt Cloathing was : but time that brings 
All things about, and trom whoſe being ſprings 
Every inyention, in time broughtto paſs 
The Art of Weaving : but when that time was 
It much uncertain is : report doth go 
Mznerva did Inventit; butall know 
Who are but n_ read in Hiſtory, 
That this report of her no truth can be: 
For Authors of beſt Credit do relate 
Mzmervoa s lite was of no elder date 
Then in or ſomewhat after Moſer dayes : 
Andlet we tell you what this Moſes ſayes 
Concerning Weaving, for tis onely he 
That muſt herein our chicfeſt witneſs be : 
; He beingthe firſt Hiſtorian that ere writ, 
And whoſe writing aone can except 'gainſt it : 
For he gives us to underſtand that when 
Bz 


The 


The Antiquitie, Vtilitte, and Excellency 


The Tabernacle was erected, then 

The Curtains of fine twined Linnen were, 
And Blew, Purple,and Scarlet Silk was there ; 
All which muſt needs be Weavers work, or how 
It could Imbroydred be I do not know ; 

Alfo blew Riband to y_ Curtains were 

A ted,as the Text esita ; 
egy inerva this could not be —n— 

For ſhee was then norborn or very yong 

Nay, if you backward look youl Weaving ſee, 
Above three hundred ycars elder to bee : 

For Abrahams Servant to Rebekah gave 
Rayments,which Rayments I would gladly crave 
Ofany Man that can informe me whether 

It were not rather Weavers work,then leather > 
And that Efaus goodly Rayment Certainly 

' Was Cloath, or Silk, (not Leather,) none deny : 
But here's as ſure a proof, as can be had, 

Againſt which no exceptions can be made, 

That betore this, when Lot was priſoner led, 

And preſently by Abraham reſcued, | 

He tould the King He would not one thred take 
Of all the ſpoyl: And what can any'make 

This thred to be, but SJk,Cloath,or apparrel 
That had been plundred mthe former quarrel > 
More ww 


And became drunk by drinking ofthe Wine, 
And fo (not being hinwſelf,) uncover d lay 
When his two modeſt Sons did make no ftay 
Totake a Garment, and;gomyg backward'do 
Cover his nakednefs ; and whorcan ſhow 
That this Garment was Leather > Rather I 


yet, when Neaþ did plantthe Vine, 


Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe it Cloath, and Weavings Antiquity 
A Thouſand years more ancient then Noahs Floud, 
As probably it may be underſtood. 
le one degree therefore more run retrograde 
Toenquire of what old Jabal s Tents were made? 
It any ſay of boughs ; doubtles thoſe they 
Had uſed before this time many a day 3 
If others ſay of Leather, that I ſuppoſe 
(If Weaving were not) they wanted to make Cloathes, 
But why might notthoſe Tents of Cloath be wrought, 
And —_— ere that time into uſe brought 2 
For the Worlds glaſs I ghefs had then run out 
At leaſt five hundred years, or thereabout : 
And might not the Weaver be as well then 
As the F mith, the Maſon, and Muſitian ; 
And doubtles many other Trades,whoſe uſe 
Thar profit brings not which ours doth produce ? 
And it (as ſayth foſephus) Aſtronomie 
Invented was by Seth, unto which he 
Could not atain, but firſt he skill d muſt bee 
In Arithmetich, and in Geometrie: 
So others might as their Genius inclin d 
Imploy their Studies other Arts to find ; 
And none could be more fit, nor was more needed 
Then Weaving, it they their own weltare heeded, 
But I muſt leave it doubtfull, becauſe none 
Can certainly affirm when it begun. 
Now lle return again, and as I go 
As far as my reading doth reach will ſhow, 
Who,and what they were that are faid to be 
The firſt Inventers of our Miſterie. 
Here I muſt take my Riſe, and to you ſhow 
B 3 What 
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What Languet or Cooper would have us know 
Out of their Chroncle, tor they do ſay 
Weaving invented was by Naamab, 
Siſter to Tubal-cain, and 10 might be, 
For ſhee noting her Brethrens induſtry, 
That each of them a ſeveral Art deviſed, 
Might ſhee not(al{o)chereby be ſurpriſed 
With emulation of their tar ſpred tame 3 
And perhaps hoping ſo to have her Name 
Enrolled among theirs, bent all her powers 
To bring to pals this worthy Arr of ours? 
And that Her Brother 7aba/s Tents might be 
Of Cloath ſhee wrought,none knowes the contraric 
Bur this may be atruth : for if we look 
Judiciouſly into the Sacred Book 

Among the Daughters born to Men before 
The univerſal floud the World run ore, 

You ſhall not read of any one but ſhee 

And Lamech's Wives,that nam'd are expreſly 3 
And for ſome ſpecial reaſon,(doubtleſs) ſhee 
Was mention'd above others, although we 
Know not the cauſe, nor I think ever hath 
Reavealed been,more then what that Text faith, 
Bur leaving her, as very probably 

To be th Inventor of our Miſtery: 

I doe intend here alſo to declare 

What others beſides her recorded are 

To be the firſt Deviſers of it, that 

What thereof written is, I may relate, 
Poliodorus mn his Hiſtory 

De Inventione Rerum doth ſpecitic 

Three worthy Women,and of theſe three one 


— 


Minerva 
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Mznerva'is ; and he ſayes ſhee alone 
Deviſed firft to make Wool into Cloath, 

Which very likely'is to be atroath : 

For I remember that I formerly 

Have read of Bacchus, who mott Valiantly 

Did lead an Army into India, where 

He won much fame,as Hiſtories declare: 

And that Mznerva as Couragiouſly 

Being his Siſter bore him Company 3 

And many Countreys and great Citties he 
Conquer d, bein x an Crown d with Victory, 
Until he fiedge did to one Citty lay | 
From before which he ſoon was driven awa 

By Lightning and Thunder,that did ans 
From off thoſe Walls, as we do plainly read : 

And what can any Man judge this to be 

But Thundring Cannon ſhott > For certainly 

It then in uſe among them was, though we 

But late (yet much to ſoon)are come to be 
Accquainted with it, not being yet three hundred 
But they as many thouſands, as appeares ; (years, 
For ſo long tis ſince Bacchus and Mznerva did 
Conquer £Eaſt-Inatia,as of them we read. 

So Printing hath in Chyna and thoſe parts 

Been no Man knows how long : and other Arts 

As Weaving, and ſuch as did them concern, 

And there Mnerva might her knowledge learn; 
Although 'tis very likel; that they there 

(The Countrey being hot) all Silk did wear : 

But ſhee to Greece returning, where the Sun 

Being not ſo yehementr, firſt begun 
To exerciſe her Silk in Wool ; and fo 


> 
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It may be true, what Po/iqdore doth ſhew : 
And this is a good reafon tg progducg 
To us that Silk-weaying was tirftja uſo 3 
And thoſe Garments ot which we in Scripture read, 
Tis very like did all from Silk proceed. 

Put let me mention Bacchus once agen, 

Who returning Victor þack to Greece, did-then 
From Inaa bring Vines with him home, and 10 
They 1/:ne in Europe here firlt came to know : 
And tor this great and good Commodity, 

They with a God-head did him dignity, 
Whoſe memory conginueth to theſe tumes,.. 

We idely ſtiling Bacchus God of IVines 3 - 

Who hath more tollowers then the greatelt Sect 
Of all theſe many that us ſo iutect. 

Mznerva no leſs Honour (by our Trade, 

And other Arts ſhee raught) gawd being made 
The Goddeſs of Arts and Armes ; fol 

Shee being our Matren would ſhey her deitie : 
And this their Weaving and their Vines I gheſs, 
They had from Neah, who did thoſe parts poſſes 
After the floud, who there the Vine q1d plane, 
And being Drunk therewith did Covering want : 
And I ſuppoſe that Garment which was brought, 
Some kind of work was, by a Weaver wrought 3 
And Weaving be (as I did lately ſay) 

Invented by,or betore Naamgb. 

But I have long digreſt ; now lle proceed 

To ſhew more what from Poliodere I read. 

Linnen Cloath ſayerh he, th' invention was 

Ot one Arachne, being a Lidatan Laſs, 

But what ſhee was,or when liv'd, he doth not Name, 

| But 
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But Oy ſayes ſhee of mean Parents came. 
He further writes,that oue Pamphila who 
The Daughter was of Plarzs, did firſt ſhow, 


The way of Wearing Silk, whoſe dwelling Place 


As he relates, inth' le of Coos was : 

Bur in what Age ſhee liv'd he doth not ſhow: 
Neither do I in my {mal reading know - 

But that mult he long fince, otherwiſe ſhee 
Could not th' Inventor of Silk-weaving be: 
Further he goeth on, and doth relate 

That Cloath of Gold and rich Roabs of eſtate 
Th Invention was of Attulus : Nay he 

In one place ayes the Badb:lomans be 

Th' Inventors of our Art; and in another 
Th Egyptians : but how this can hang together 
Let others Cenfure, for ſome ingeniouſly 
Think, he hath herein dealt as faithtully 

As when our Eighth King Herzry did implay 
Him, to compile one entire Hſtory, 
Containing the Occurrences of our Nation, 
Since People in it firſt had Habitation, 

Unto thok: times,that the deeds of our Ile, 
He into one ſole Vollunne might compile: 
And to that purpoſe our Chieteſt Hiſtories, 
Ancient Reccords, Books of Antiquities, 
Were to his Lodging, or his Study ſent, 
(As Thave faid,) —_ for that intent 3 


But he either envying our Iles fame ſhould ſurpaſs, 


The /talians praite, where he a Native was, 
Or, tor he was not able chat to do, 
Which by the King he was appoiated to, 


Or, through his negligence, they all were fired, 
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Which work hath ſince by learned Cambden been 
Effected, as to his laſting praiſe is ſeen : 

For his Brittania doth Proclame his worth, 

And Englands Fame and Monuments ſet torth. 
Burt tor the other if the Abridgement be 
Trantlated from his large Book faithfully, 

He hath dealt as careleſs with our Mittery ; 

For three things do compleat a Hiſtory : 

"That's Perſons, Time, and Place; two of which he 
Hath oft ommitted here, but chiefly Time, 
Which nextto Perſons is, herein the prime: 

Forit we knew the time when they did live, 

We might a more exact conjecture give 

Of their devihn g otit : but how ere, 

We read Women th Inventors of it were ; 

And beit true; 'tis no diſparagement, 

That worthy Women did it firſt Invent. 

For they in other things have tamous been, 

As may in Hiſtory be plainly ſeen. 

To inſtance in a few, Semrams 

Wholiv din Abrahams time, renowned is, 
Whoſe manly courage, and ſtout heart was ſuch, 
That Babels Empure, ſhe enlarged much : 

And [nd:aher high praiſe canteſtifie, 

Had ſhee not falne to ſenſuality. 

So likewite T omarzs, a Sythian Queen, 

By her brave vallour, no leſs fame did win, 

Who in the Field, durſt th' Perſian Monarch meet, 
Warlike Cyrus , though his Armies were great, 
Him ſhee orecame,and in a 'Fub of bloud 

Did caſt his Head, faying : ifit be good 


There 
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There drink thy ll, in bloud thou didft delight, 


And much bloud ſpilt : now bloud ſhall thee requite : 


So th Amaſonan Yueen, Penthaſitia, 
Stout Achilles could not her diſmay 5 
Though he ('tis ſaid,) was ſeven Cubites high, 
His height nor ſtrength, could nother terrifie ; 
Neither did on his manly power ſtand, 
But durſt encounter with him, hand tor hand ; 
Although, he #e#or, and brave Troylus flew, 
Yet ſhee had hopes that ſhee might him ſubdue 3 
And though ſhee fail t, What Man could more adven- 
Then in the Liſts, with ſuch a Champion enter * (ter 
Son Phyloſophy, Hippacia, was 
Learned ſo well, ſhce many did ſurpaſs ; 
For to her laſting praiſe 'tis write that ſhee, 
Inth' open Schooles, oft read Phyloſopby. 
So Sapho was an excellent Poet known 
As by thoſe that have writ of her is ſhown : 
So an Engliſh Woman at Rome frequently, 
in mans apparrel read Divinity 3 
Whoſe Learning, and whoſe Zeal was thought ſo great 
That ſhee thereby attain'd the Papal ſeat ; 
And by the name of Fohnthe Ezght, (tis true) 
Was Pope of Rome until ſhe fell in two. 
So Mercia, a Noble Lady who 
A King of Britams Wite was, long ago 3 
Here deviſ d Laws, which long rname, 
Were Mercian Lawes call 'd to her greater tame : 
To omit others, Queen Elrzabeth, 
Even from her Crowning to her lateſt breath, 
No Man could her excell, in cach degree 5 
As tis known, to her famous memory. 
| C2 S 
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So our Silk-weaving herein London was 

Wrought firit by Women (may report take place ;) 
Who did not only work 1t, but alfo 

Kept Shops themyelyes, and fold it, many know : 
And tothe Werldthe ſame to fignihe, 

They Linnen Cloath about their Shops poalts ty : 
Which in their memory is uſed (till 

By many that fuch forts of Ware do ſell. 

And to maintain this Weavings Credit 1 

Did take this task in hand, and rhat thereby, 

I might take off reproach that lyes on it 

Was rhe Chiet cauſe theſe lines by me were writ 5 
Whoſe true worth to uphold, and blaze his praiſe, 
I will endeavour to my laſt of dayes. 

"Thus a tew y-orthy Women I have ſhown 

But many, naany more are vkewile known, 

Many icveral wayes as excellent: 

As Men, and tullas able to invent 

Rare workes, would they their ſtudies bend thereto ; 
As 1 for inſtance in a fewhere ſhow. 

Then Weavers;think i no diſgraceto you, - 

That Women tound your Erade our, Beittrue. 
Thus to my skill, who our Art dif deviſe, 

I truely to you do Anatomge, 

Now {omethirg in its praiſe mean to ſhow, 

Thar the rruz warth of Wearingall may know, 
And alſo Rap melts mignths who villife 

Our ujeiall Science undeſervedly. 


The Second Canto. 


He divers Noble Perſons here 

Names that tn IWVeaving frequent were. 
Then he declares its uſefulneſs ; 

And alſo ſundry Trades expreſs 

That do depend upon it : and 

IVhat Multitudes of People ſtand 
Engaged toit. Then, its praiſe 

He amplifieth many wayer: 

And f Fer , to that purpoſe he 

Shews the liberall Arts to be 

Therein included; and likewiſe 

Doth them with Weaving S ympathize. 
And droers other matters couth d 

Are im this Canto ; not hert tourl/d 


WW Faving Invented, as before i is writ, 
Though much unceriain who deviſedit; 
Yet 084 cxpertence {ſhiew, tis of ſuch ufe 
That a more needfull 7 rd none could produce : 
Aud in its infancy was found fo raxe, 

That perſonages of worth, known trequent were, 
To Spin and Weave: as Hercules for QUue 

Whole like, (if true) no time hatherer known ; 

His Twelve great Labours makes the World admire 
That he fuch difficultggs could acquire 3 

Yethe laid by his Ch and L FONs, Skin, 

And tora L pf lote firs Ed i1to Spin, 

Sol;kewiſe, Sardanapalus, a though he, 
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as GA Did ſway ch' Afſirian firſt great Monarchy, 


Took much more pleaſure with Women to Spun, 
And uſe the Weaving Trade, then he took 11 
Such great Magnificence. Attulns likewiſe, 
Though King of A/e mmor, did devilc, 

Firſt ro Weave Gold and Silver with Silk, and 
So gain'd as much fame, as by his command. 
So tamous Queens and Ladies trequent were 
To Spin and Weave, as Writers do declare : 

As Omphaie and Yole, who Hercules loy'd dear, 
Though famous for their beauty, did not torbcar 
To uſe our Trade. And Queen Penelope 

1/l:ſſes chaſt and conſtant Wite, yet ſhee 

Was more delighted with the Weaving Trade, 
Then in thoſe many Woers that ſhee had. 
And ſo chaſt Lucrece, wife to Collatine, 

A worthy Roman Prince, did not decline 

The Weaving Trade, for ſhee late in the night, 
Was with her maides found therein to delight ; 
And thoughiratfter proy'd her overthrow, 

Yet ſhee renowned is, for being ſo. 

So great Auguſtus Ciſars Yueen, though he 
Were the head of the Worlds fourth Monarchy, 
Aud ſhee his Empreſs, the greateſt Woman in 
Europe, Aſia, and Aﬀrica, yet was ſeen 

Oftto be trequent about Weaving, arid 

Not on her husbands Stately titles ſtand, 

So Char-le-main, renowned King of France ; 
Whothe Pope, and his own worth did advance 
To be the Weſtern Emperour ; Her did 

His Daughter Weave, neither were they forbid 
By him tor all his State, to uſe the ſame ; 
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Nor did they in ſo doing impair their tame. 
And doubtleſs many worthy Perſons moe 
That my {mal reading, never came to know. 
And it is out of queſtion many of theſe 

If rwere not all of them, though Hiſtories 

Do not reveale the ſame, did rather chooſe 
Both Gold and Silke, then courſer ſtufto uſe 
In their thus exercifing Weaving 5 as 

We inſtance may in Attulus, who was 

More noble numbred, and as was his ſtate, 
Moſt rich, more rich materials aimed at. 

And fo we may imagine of the reſt, 

But every one as to their mind ſeem'd beſt. 

But my aim is, Silk-weaving to preter ; 

And none can ſay concerning theſe, I err, 
How-ere,they are a Glory to our Trade, 

And grac dit much, although it now be made 
Contemptible by ſome ; Antiquity * 

Were proud to uſe fo rare a Miſtery. 

Nor was our worthy Famous Science then, 
Better _ of, or eſteemed with men, 
Then it deſerved: and all may conteſ; 

That to this day it doth deſerve no leſs. 

For erc it was invented, all Men know 

The Begger Cloathed likethe King muſt go ; 
For neither had wherewith Rayment to make, 


Then what they from the backs of Beaſts did take; 


And is.t not far more decent to behold 

A Royal King araid in Cloath of Gold, 

Of Tiflew, or of Silk | — with Lace, 

Or rare Invention, as becomes his place, 
Then ſee him Cover d with a rough Bull hide, 


Or 
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So our vilk-weaving herein London was 


Wrought frit by Women (may report take place ;) 
Who did not only work it, but alfo 

Kept Shops themyelyes, and fold it, many know : 
And tothe Werldche ſame to hignihe, 

They Linnen Cloath about their Shops poaſts ty : 
Which in their memory is uſed (till 

By many that fuch ſorts of Ware do ſell. 

And to maintain this Weavings Credit 1 

Did take this task in hand, and rhat thereby, 

I might take off reproach that lyes on it 

Was the Chiet cauſe rheſe lines by me were writ 5 
Whoſe true worth to uphold, and blaze his praiſe, 
I will endeavour to my laſt of dayes. 

"Thus a ftew yortay Women I have ſhown 

Burt many, taany more are bkewiſe known. 

Many ſeveral wayes as excellent: 

As Men, and tull as able to invent 

Rare workes, would they their ſtudies bend thereto 
As 1 for inſtance in a fewhere ſhow. 

Then Weaversthiak # no diſgraceto you, - 

That: Womeptound your Erade out, Beittrue. 
Thus to my skill, who qur Art did devile, 

I truely to you do Anatomze, 

Now ſomething in its praiſe Imeanto ſhow, 

Thar the rrue warth of Weayingall may know, 
And aiſqo -ftap tael-mignths who villifie 

Our uſetull Scigace undeſervedly. 


The 


2 


The Second Canto. 


He divers Noble Perſons here 

Names that tn Weaving frequent were. 
Then he declares its uſefulneſs ; 

And alſo ſundry Trades expreſs 

That do depend upon it : and 

IVhat Multitudes of People ſtand 
Engaged toit. Then, its praiſe 

He amplifieth many wayer: 

And further, to that purpoſe he 

Shews the liberall Arts to be 

Therein included; and likewiſe 

Doth them with Weaving S ympathize. 
And droers other matters couch d 

Are m thus Canto 5 not herb touch a, 


WW Eaving Invented, as before i is writ, 

Thoug h much unceriun who deviſedit ; 
Yet 194.1 Cxperitence {View, tis of luch ufe 
That a more needfull Trade none could produce : 

Aud in its infincy was found fo race, 

That perſonages of worth, known trequent were, 

To Spia and Weave: .as Hercules for QUE 

Whole like, (iftrue) no time hath ever known ; 

His Twelve great Labours makes the World admire 

That he fuch difficul <> 4k could acquire ; 

Yethe laid by lis.Ct and L YONS., Skin, 

And fora Ladies love Fire T8 to Spin, 

Sol; kewiſe, Sardanapalus, houphkie, . 
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Did {way th' Aſerran firlt great Monarchy, 
Took much more pleaſure with Women to Spin, 
And uſe the Weaving Trade, then he took in 
Such great Magnificence. Attulus likewiſe, 
Though King of A/ia mor, did devilc, 

Firſt tro Weave Gold and Silver with Silk, and 
So gain'd as much fame, as by his command. 
So tamous Queens and Ladies frequent were 
To Spin and Weave, as Writers do declare : 

As Omphate and Yole, who Hercules loy'd dear, 
Though famous for their beauty, did not forbcar 
To uſe our Trade. And Queen Penelope 

[/l:iſſes chait and conſtant Wite, yet ſhee 

Was more delighted with the Weaving Trade, 
Then in thoſe many Woers that ſhee had. 
And fo chaſt Lucrece, wife to Collatine, 

A worthy Reman Prince, did not decline 

The Weaving Trade, for ſhee late in the night, 
Was with her maides found therein to delight ; 
And thoughit after prov'd her overthrow, 

Yet ſhee renowned is, for being ſo. 

So great Auguſtus Ctſars Yueen, though he 
Were the head of the Worlds fourth Monarchy, 
Aud ſhee his Empreſs, the greateſt Woman in 
Europe, Aſia, and Africa, yet was ſeen 

Oftto be frequent about Weaving, arid 

Not on her husbands Stately titles ſtand, 

So Char-le-main, renowned King of France ; 
Who the Pope, and his own worth did advance 
To be the Weſtern Emperour ; Yer did 

His Daughter Weave, neither were they forbid 
By him tor all his State, to uſe the ſame 3 


Not 
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Nor did they in ſo doing impair their tame. 
And doubtleſs many worthy Perſons moe 
That my ſmal reading, never came to know. 
And it is out of queſtion many of theſe 

If twere not all of them, though Hiſtories 
Do not reveale the ſame, did rather chooſe 
Both Gold and Silke, then courſer {ftufto uſe 
In their thus exercifing Weaving 5 as 
Weinſtance may in Azttulus, who was 

More noble numbred, and as was his ſtate, 
Moſt rich, more rich materials aimed art. 

And fo we may imagine of thereſt, 

But every one as to their mind ſeem'd beſt. 
But my aim 1s, Silk-weaving to prefer ; 

And none can fay concerning theſe, I err. 
How-ere,they are a Glory to our Trade, 

And grac dit much, although it now be made 
Contemptible by ſome ; Antiquity * 

Were proud to uſe fo rare a Mittery. 

Nor was our worthy Famous Science then, 
Better approv d of, or eſteemed with men, 
Then it deſerved: and all may conteſ; 

That to this day it doth deſerve no leſs. 

For erc it was invented, all Men know 

The Begger Cloathed likethe King muſt go ; 
For neither had wherewith Rayment to wake, 


Then what they from the backs of Beaſts did take; 


And ist not far more decent to behold 
A Royal King araid in Cloath of Gold, 
Of Tiflew, or of Silk | with Lace, 


Or rare Invention, as becomes his place, 


Then ſee lim Cover d with a rough Bull hide, 


Or 
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Or Ravening Bearcs, ar pranCing Steeds, that died 
Full of diſeaſes ar adelicious Queen, 
Clad in hard Leather, whoſe tenderneſs is ſeen 
'To ſhrink at the leaſt wind, although ſhe s Clad 
In beſt and warmeſt Cloathing may be had? 
Or when they fit at meat, to fee their board, 
Toly uncover d, or at beſt atfoard 
No better turniture then what is got ' 
From skins of Beaſts? mee-thinks t beſeems them not. 
Or when they go to reſt, to ſee Men bring 
A heap of hides, to be their Covering? 
Or ſce a babe new born, tobe wrap d in 
No fotter {wathing, then a hard rough skin, 
Deſerveth pitty?-yet they had no more 
Till Weaving turniſh'd them with better ſtore. 
Yet now,tor them, and others, as their degree 
Requires,a fit ſupply of Cloath have we. 
How many Trades, may likewiſe Bleſs the day, 
When Weaving was deviſ d? and yearly may 
In memory ot it, as we did Kings Coronations, 
Keep one day Feſtival to all Generations ? 
And Weavers muchreſpe&, without whoſe aide 
Their onely maintenance were quite decaide ? 
A Philoſopher did write, that if the Sun 
A moment ſhould forbear his courſe to run, 
The World would ruin'd be : ſo, were our Trade 
A while left off, what ruines would be made 
Among a world of Trades? As I ſhall ſhew 
Before my work I further do purſue ; 
And twill be requiſite, for by the ſame 


L—— 


They find their diſreſpe&t deſerveth blame. 
The Merchant that ore all the World doth Trade. 


(3 By 
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By whom our Natioa is ſo famous made, 

eavers work is the chief Commoditie 
That he tranſporteth hence, and therefore he 
May much reſpect him, for if he were gone, 
That gainful Trade of his, would be orethrown: 
This is his lading as he's outward bound. 
And is not Linner-Cloath, brought hither, found 
Likewiſe to be a great Commoditie, 
Gainful, and needful, unto each d ? 
So were Silk-ſtuffs, but we being Skilful grown, 
To make them here,thatTrade's well-nigh o'rthrown. 
And Flax and Tow that's brought in,were got we + 
To make it Cloath,of little uſe would be : 
So Gotton-Wool, without the Weaver were 
As needleſs, as molt plainly doth appear : 
Nay Silk, that great and rich Commoaditie, 
Without our help, would like theſe, uſeleſs be, 
And almoſt fit for nothing : but being we 
Imploy it to profit, by our induſtrie z 
Whither would not the Merchant venture, for 
To gain ſo gainful a Commodity, or 
What dangers not adventure to run through, 
What unknown Seas, with his Ships keel to plough ; 
What perilous Climates paſs,and what ſtrange Lands, 
Where he no word of their ſpeech underſtands ; 
Where peoples manners from his different are, 
Where other Cuſtoms (than among us) appear 3 
Where other Stars ſhine, than with us give light, 
Where other Gods, other Religions, quite 
Contrary to ours be; other beginnings too, 
Of time,and Men, than we acknowledg do 
Take place 3 and more ſtrange Kites thy uſe? 
Yet hetorun — got refuſe, _ 

ia 
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To bring in a far-fetcht Commodinie, 

Which without Weaving, of nouſe would be ; 
But with our help, what numbers hereby do 
Gain great Eſtates; as doth experience ſhow ! 
The Merchant (as is ſaid) hereby doth riſe 

Unto great wealth, and as great dignities. 

The Mercer, not to him inferior ts, 

But he the Weaver may reſpe for this 3 

And both the Drapers may the Weaver love, 
For by him, in ſo high a Sphere they move. 

The Silk-mag, that unto us filk doth (el, 
Beholding to the Weaver is as well - 

As any of theſe, which he knows well h 
Oh that he would not wrong us win bad fluff $ 
Th'other Silkman alſo, who doth af 


Ware of the Weaver, may ingenioufly 

Confeſs, that by our Frade his wealth doth riſe, 
Then, wherefore ſhould he us' {© much deſpiſe > 
Rather in Conſcience, they might poor men give 
A better price, that they might better live. 

The Haberdafher too, with theſe may ſhare, | 
Who might want wealth, if he wanted our ware ; 
Andthe Upholſter lack his ſtrong Bed-tike, 

Rug, and Curtains,with other things fuch like. 

Nor let the Printer ore the Weaver vapour, 

For without Cloath, what would he do for paper ? 
The Stationer too- would get but ſlender fees, © 
If men did write on bark, or leaves of Trees 

As they have done : for if weaving were gone, 
Couldskins be ſpar'd to-write or Print upon ? 
And many Handicrafts, as well as theſe, 

Rut for the Weaver, were brought on their knees, 


As 
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As the Cloathworker, who us diſreſpets, 
Far 1a his Aotto, he, our Trade negleds; 
Naming a Ram, a Lamb, a Sheep, and Wool, 
From all which he'd but little profit cull, (gain'im; 
For what would Ram, Lamb, Sheep and wooll all 
Without the Weaver ? his Trade doth ſuſtain'im. 
So the Cloath-drawer would'want holes to ftop, 
If in the Weaver were not his whole hope. 
So the Cloath-preſler, and the Gallender, 
Without the Weaver, quite diſſolved were 3 
And might (if poſhible)a new Trade learn, 
If any be, that ours doth not concern : | 
The Dyer likewiſe of Silk, of Stuff, or Cloath, 
To want the Weaver, would be very loath, 
For on him they rely ; but the laſt two 
I do not know, nor with them have todo : 
But for the firſt, if I might ſpeak my mind, 
Ide ſay, he were not always honeſtly inclin'd 5 
For if Silk were uprightly dy'd, it would 
When it doth come to u better hold. 
Nor could:the Throſter ſo many imploy 
Without the help of Weavings myſtery : 
For his gum'd ware would then lye on his hand, 
And all his Mills and Wheels might idle ſtand. 
$o he that Gold and Silver Wyer draws, 
And thoſe that ſpia it upon Silk, have cauſs 
To love the Weaver, for if he were not, 
There would bu ſmall gain by their Trades be got, 
You'd think the Taylor I did not reſpect, 
If I herein my lines ſhould him neglec : 
He being fo geatile, and one of faſhion, 
Who toout Trade hath 'Y great relation 5 . 
| 2 
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We weave, and pick,and dye, and dreſs, and trim, 
Our Gloath, Stuff, Ribond, Lace, and all for him 5 
He's put in truſt therewith; without his help, 
Itwere but like a formleſs young Bear-whelp, 
That hathno ſhape, until the kind dam dv 
By painful labour, lick it thereiato ; 
So 1s our Weaving, uatil he by Art, 
With it ſhapes Garments, fit for every _ 
Of us, wherein I hope he hath the trick, 
As ſhe her whelp, ſo he'll his fingers lick 5 
And as the greedy Bear too well is known 
To be ſo cruel, that it wil ſpare none 
Her paw lights on, ſo will not he likewiſe 
All that he can with ſafety, make his prize ? 
What though he flaunt it ont,and like a Knight 
Wear brave Apparel 2-all's not Gold'that's bright ; 
He may reſpe&t the Weaver for it, and 
Not on his ſturdy Stilts ſo ftately ſtand ; 
For he muſtfetch anumber of hard ſtitches, 
To flouriſh-ſo with making Leather-Breeches, 
Where would the Week-Merchant get Cloth to ſe! 
To poer folks, to-beweekly paid fo well, 
But by the Weaver ? ſix in Certum we 
May take for Uſe per Annum ; but doth not he 
Tye tie unto the fix, and fixty. make it, 
Which if you like not (Sir) you may forfake it; 
] likewiſe might ſome other Trades ſet 'down, 
That'dothe Weaver need, as-'tis well known; 
As the Whitſter, Bandſcller, Painter,and 
Th'Imbroiderer, though: theſe two laſt do ſtand” 
Upon their points, and in their boaſting ſay, 
Their Trades do ſurpaſs. Weaving every way :- 
- = Rot 
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But pat the cafe they do, which is not true, 
As preſently I'll mak't rtoyou's 
Yet weaving is their Baſis z were it gone, - 


What ground-work then had they to work upon ? 


But in their Trades there's nothing they can do, 
But we the like can preſent to your view. 
Doſt thou defire the ſhape of any Beaſt? 
That in our work, by us can be expreſt : 

Or any Fowl, or any Fiſh to ſee? 
Theſe alſo, eaſily can produced be. 

Or any Tree, or Herb, or Flower ? likewile, 
We can preſent them all before your eyes : 
Do you deſire a Tulip in oy Hat >- | 
The Weavers skill can furniſh you with that. 
Or would you wear a Roſe or Julyz-flower > 
To make-you any lies in Weavings power 5 
Or whatſoere you would'have brought to ſight, 
For 'tis the Cormncopia of delight. 

And can more be ac'd by theirs, than I 
Have writ, or might, if need, more amphiic 2 
Miſtake me not, for I afcribe unto: 

Our God all power, fbr he doth all things do z: 
Ours are but ſhadows, that reſemblance 

Of ſubſtances, that he hath'made appear. 

But if compared with theſe Trades,ours be, 
Wedo ſurpaſs them in a high degree-z 

For where theirs forthe moſt part are for ſhow, 
Ours is for ſervice likewiſe, all do know z 
And like to Amalthea's Horn, hath ſtore 

Of- all variety, no Trade hath more: 

And uſeful is toall : nay further yet,, + 
What ſevetal multitudes of people get: 
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Their livelihood by Weaving, or ſome Trade 
Depending thereupon z that were it decaid, 
I am perſwaded-half the world would be, 
Wanting imployment, broughe to milcry. 
So that all may, like as th' 4ſ#romomer, 
Before each Star: doth Jupter prefer. 
For magnitude! $:they alſo (inour praiſe, 
Above each Trade)the Weaver Crown with Bays: 
Or, as the Tyrians theit'God Herewles, 
(For fear they any time ſhould him diſpleaſe, 
And he depart) did with a Goldeathreed, 
To a pillar bind him, that {©,] at them need | 
They might implote bjs aid yſo:may.gach one, ,,.,. 
With Cords of Love, Oar Trade 5 for were it: gone, 
All the world its help would quick'y want. 
Over the Weaver then, let no Trade- vauat. 
Yet further to its-prailt; -- I make it appear, . 
The Liberal Arts in; it 'thcladed- _— 
Or, as my skill -dothſerve, L willuafold, 
How it with them, doth nigh reſemblance hold : 
That Weavings worth-L may augment thereby, 
And itsdeſerved pitaiſe more amplify. 
| —_ for wa pray 5 (the. numbring Art) 
Ee 1mltate almoſt) every: 'F 
We adde, ſubſtract, divide, and nultipl , 
Our Warp and Wook; as' we occaſions < 
And every (ate we ſute,Progreſſion is 
From one to millions, ffoes'gn our! degrees. 
The Rule of Three, dof:any.Rule the belt, 
By our Stuft,our: Laom; and. Workmanis expreſt; 
By theſe three known, and welkimploy'd in time, 
We do produce agoldenſumof Coynz _;::.. 
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The Rule of £oſ7 and Gaz, we often uſe; 
Sometime to Barter we do not refute; | 
m—_— is the form our work doth bear ; 

ReduB ion 15 the order we keep there; 

And other Rules we ufe, ſome more, ſome leſs, 

As need requires, and I need not expreſs. 
FraG#ions,too often, mn our work are us'd, 

| Moſt when the Dyer hath our Stuff abus'd. 

To Extrad# a Root by us, you think'tis much, 

But you ſhall underſtand it isnotſuchs 

For there no figure is that weeſpy, - 

Though wrote moſt intricate, and” cunningly, 

But we can draw it forth, and in our frame 

With much facility explain the fame : 

And as Arithpetick doth dayly grow S 
More perfect than the former times did know 5: | *- * 
As Logarithmes, or John Nepiers bones, | 
And great Al/gebre, thatnot many owns 

And ſeveral other Inſtruments in uſe, 

As time, by time, doth: to the warld produce: 

$0'is our Trade more ample-many ways, 

Than unto men was known'in tr days. 
Geometry is next, to which we do i 
In divers kinds agree, as I ſhall ſhow : 

The beginning of our work compar'd may be 

To a point, the original of Geom 

Our threds to lines, our work on-either fide, 

To parallels which-equally divide 

Themſelves at diſtance, and ſoforward run, 

Ad infinitum, or till our work be done. 

Our Leeſes, Perpendiculars, you ſee, 
Plattens, Tri , or Semi-curcles be ; 
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Our Roul a Cexter is, each turn we cammence 
Of work thereon, is a Circamference. 
And as by this Arts Inſtruments we may 
The length, breadth, height, of any thing ſurvey, 
(Except that All in all) and by its skill, 
The true dimenſions give ; ſo 'tis known. well, 
That of all forms under the imperial Heaven, 
The perfe& Figure may in our work begiv'n. 
And as the-word' Geometry imports 
A meaſuring of the Earth, and that all forts 
Of Nations need the- ſame; fo is our Trade. 
To allthe-world by us, moſt uſeful made..  . 
Next for Aſtronomy; our Trade alludes 
To that, in every one of theſe ſimilitudes-: 
Cloath-weaving, tothe Sun compar'd may be, 
Keeping one conſtant courſe continually; | 
Silk- Stuffs, unto the Moon, never. the ſame, 
But al ways:ehange the Figure or the Name. 
Plain Ribond repreſents the fixed Stars, 
Regular in'its courſe, no change, no jars; 
All other filk works, (may be compar'd) whatever, 
Unto the: wandring Planets, who donever 
' Keepany rule, but ſometimes/move: dire@, 
Then Retrograde, oft changing their Aſpect : 
So thoſe Silk-weavers that im | be 
In ſuch like works, we very. ſeldom ſee 
At any conſtant ſtay, butalways changing 
To this, to that, hike Planets ever ranging, 
From gaod, tobetter, or from; bad to worſe, 
Sometimes to. empty, ſometimes fill the Purſe. 
And as thoſe Heavenly Lamps, in their Aſpedts, 
By ſundry forms, prodich ſundry cfiegs 3 


From 
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Froma ConjunGion that's benevolent, 
Aftrologers affirm much good is ſent ; 

So Malevolent Aſpects they likewiſe ſay, 
Much evil doth unto Mankind convey : 
So when the times fall croſs, and oppoſite, 
Bad Trading doth upon the Weaver light ; 


But when Conjunttions that bring peace are ſeat, 


That to our Calling proves benevolent, 
Buit all this doth not always fall out true, 
No more than what they predic ſhall enſue ; 
For ſometimes we in trouble moſt enjoy, 
So when they threat moſt, we have leaſt annoy. 
This for 4/tro»9my enough ſhall be, 
To ſhew how Weaving doth with it agree. 
Now Grammar ſhews it ſelf, without whoſe aid, 
Who rightly can unfold what's writ or ſaid ? 
Thou on four feet as four ſure props doſt ſtand, 
By whom to aid each Art, thou art a hand : 
Orthography, and Etymologie ; 
Syntaxis allo, and laſt Proſodie : 
Thus are they nam'd : the firſt doth teach to ſpell 
Each word aright; and then you'd write it well : 
The ſecond ſhews from whence they are deriv'd, 
So of the true ſence, you'l not be depriv'd : 
The third to place them truly,gives you light 3 
The laſt how to pronounce them all aright. 
In imitation whereof, we likewile, 
To ſpell, or frame our Figure firſt devile z 
And as our words, compos'd of letters are, 
Even ſo by threds, our figures do appear 3 
Which if not rightly plac'd, is as much ſhame, 
As to write falſe Orthography is blame : 
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But when we thus far have proceeded true, 
We then produce our Figure to the view 3 
And that reſembles Etywologie, 

As words, fo works, from whence derivd they be. 
As from infinite grounds, words ſence doth grow, 
So from infmite | our Figures flow : 

To fpell true, and know the words derivation, 

Is here declar'd; ſo we in imitation, 

Have form'd our work, and drawn our Figures trace. 
Our next is like Sy»taxis, how to place, 

As that each word, ſo we each Cord aright; 
They to place true, we, that ours ſo may light, 

Do paſs each Cord with care, as Scholars, when 
They'd ſpeak true Latine, or write with their pen, 
Leſt Priſciarsc head therein by them be broken. 

Or our work falſe, both which, were a dunces token: 
And as by Proſodia, they each accent weigh, 

So we with care, each Cord and Thred ſurveigh ; 
They that their Verſe may ſweetly ſound, and we 
That our work may in every part agree. 

And as he knows, whois in Grammar $killd, 

Many ſubſequent Rules the Art doth yield; 

As needful explanations of each ground, 
Andtryals to declare their knowledg ſound ; 

T hrough which young Students with much labour 
As in a Maze, or intricate Mearder, (wander 
Ere he attain to a proficiencie, 

Or perfect skill, in this Arts Myſterie*; 

Which ſome (though very ſtudious) hardly do 
With all their painful Study reach unto : 

So in Silk-weaving we have ſorts of work, 

Wherein there doth great difficulty lurk ; 
That 
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That few attain to its profunditie, 
Though they beof a quick capacttie : 
But theſe days (more than ever) do preſent 
Dnotidian proots of its accompliſhment, 
See here, how Grammar, and the Weaving Trade, 
To agree in moſt particulars is made. 
Next Ill place Logick, wherein I will ſhew 
How we do correſpond with it alſo: 
Ten general HeXds, named Predicaments, 
The Rules of this Art unto us preſents; 
Which ten be theſe : $»bſtance the firſt muſt be, 
Dnantity ſecond, the third Pxdlitie , 
The fourth Relatior, A4Fion the fifth, then 
Paſſton the fixth, here the ſeventh, the eighth her, 
The niath is S$cit#atior or the place, 
The tenth is Hab7t, or the ontward face : 
Theſe are the ten which Fll Anatomize, 
By (hewing how we with them do ſympathize. 
Thus for the firſt, our Ware's a S#bſtance wrought, 
In Prantity 'tis arg, or narrow brought 3 | 
In 9xality "tis uſeful, and hath Relation 
To all mankind ; 4&ive's the workmans faſhion 3 
Paſſive the Loom its, it being in uſe, 
Where, that's the place that we think fit to chooſe ; 
When, that's the time the workman works in it 
Scituation thEmanner how it is made fit ; 
Habit is the form that it doth bear. 
And thus I briefly have made it appear, 
That our Trade theſe includes ; the next muſt be, 
How it doth with a SyZogiſm agree. 
Thoſe ſay that do well know the arguing Arts, 
A Syllogiſze confilteth of three parts; 
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The Major, Minor, and Concluſtox are 

Theſe three, which thus tg you I will declare. 
The Propoſgtion, or the Major, muſt 

The Maſter be ; what he propounds in truſt 
Unto the Minor, or the Servant, he 

Doth then a//ume, and by his induſtry, 
Brings it unto a right end or Concluſtor 3 
Admitting of no Fallaczes intruſion ; 

Of which I'll ſpeak a word, it being thing * 
That. ever with it doth ſome falſhood briag ; 
And it is my deſire, that we have nane, 

That either do, or bave in that path gone : 
And adulterate Ware, that's fair to the eye, 
Praiſed for good, which is a fallacy. 

Thus I, as well as my skill could deviſe, 

The Art of Reaſoning here, anatomize, 

And ours Conſort therewith, that all may ſee, 
How full our Trade is of varietie. 

Now Rhetorick _ its place among theſe ſeven, 
Unto which, what Excomions may be given 

To expreſs its worth, and yield to it due praiſe, 
Whoſe glorious luſtre, bright reſplendant rays, 
Through every learned Author ſhines as clear 

As at noon-tide Apollo 1n his Sphere, 

When he through burning Cancer guides his Car, 
And to our ſight his Beams moſt glorious are : 

Thy Tropes are flowers, as ſome Writers ſay, 

And well may be ſo named, becauſe they 

So numerous are, and like varictie 

With thoſe, that do Dame Telhes beautifie : (mind, 
Theſe flowers choice pick'd and plac'd delight the 
Ours doth the Body garniſh, which to mankind 
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Is much more needful ; thine's an ornameat 
To Learning in particular, but th'extent 
Of ours, deth reachtoall ; thine to the Schools 
A handmaid is, ours ſerveth wile and fools : 
Thine needful is, but ours is much more fo, 
Yet who would not thee,rather than us forego 2? 
But pardon me dear Abetorick this ſtile, 
And I'll endeavour now, to reconcile 
Thee and our Trade together, ſhewing how we 
In moſt particulars do both agree. 
Ther's not a Flower in thine Art, which I 
Have not orelook'd, and weighed ſeriouſly ; 
(Although I have here, through my want of skill 
Made uſe of few or none, with my dull quill:) 
But if as one ſhould in a Garden walk, 
He doth not pluck a flower from every ſtalk ; 
But picks one here, one there, as doth his eye 
Dire@ him to, to pleaſe his fantaſe : 
So 1, to ſhew how the Silk-weaving Trade, 
To conſort with the Art of Rhetorick's made, 
Choole here and there one thence, as my 
Mind ſerves ;and to avoid prolixity, 
Firſt for 8yxecdoche, or quick conceit, 
On every workman that doth always wait, 
For whatſoever Figure he eſpies, 
By quick conceipt, hell it anatomize ; 
Or by Apoſtrophe-turn it about, 
Producing thence another faſhion out 3 
As Gnome the direQtor thinks it fit ; 
Or 8yn0nymia who bath ſtore of wit. 
Or otherwiſe, he will by Metaphore, 
Change it 1ato another form, that's more 
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Agreeing to his purpoſe 3 or by Alegory 
Enlarge it, to ſet forth its greater glory 3 

Or by Brachiloga, he will contract it, . 
And into ſo ſmall form thereby compatt it 
Though Paradoxon, or Enigma there, 

A Wonder or a Riddle ſeem Cappear. 

Such hidden myſteries, no ſcruple ſhall 

Toan ingenious workman be at all ; 

Nay with Dilemma, though his Figure be 

But on one ſide, on both he'll oreſeaely 

Make it alike. Let'none in any wile , 
Imagine I herein Hſperbolize. 

Then Envy may, 2nd Tgriorance forbear | 

To (pend their rorie, their flout or jeer ; 

And with humble Mg area, repent that 

Their ignorance provok'd their tongue to prate 
Beyond their knowledge; for no Eclipſes here, 
Or fault committed is, as may appear. 

Sweet Rhetorick,, I might go on, and more 
Flowers pluck from thine inexhauſted ſtore 3 
And.like a Gordian-knot, wove curiouſly, 
Them,to augment St|k-weavings praiſe, here tye 
But Paranymia, or the Proverb ſays, 

Enough is as good as feaſting; therefore to raiſe 
More- (1militudes, I thought it not fit, 

Or, to my skill, Ide have endeavour'd it. 


All hail (weet 44:;{ck, thou bringſt-up thele reres, 


Delightful ſounds, like Harmony of the Spheres. 
How ſhall I frame a fit propinquitie, 

Whereby with thee to gain afhnitie ? 

Thy Gamuth is the hir(t (tep to thy Science, 

To which our pricking patterns have alliance. 
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No one in thee, can a proficient prove, 

That therein is not skill'd 5 nor cag we move 
One degree forward, toward perfeQion, 

If this be not our ground to build upon. 
Nor a Myxtian can his melody 

Make pleaſing to himſclt, or ſtanders by, 
Unleſs a Concord 19 his (trings be as ; 

Nor can our workmen any work make ſound, 
Whoſe tools and tackling remain out of frame, 

But when by skill, both rectihe the ſame : 

Then thou and we,a Div ltrike 5 

Thy Muſick's (weer, our Wares our Chapmea like 
And all thy Figures we do imitate, 

Thy Large, Long, Brief, Semei-Brief, Sharp,and Flat; 
All which I could demonſtrate here, if fo 

My Time would time permit me itto do; 

But I'll forbear, and briefly ſhew how we 

Do correſpond with them in Melody. 

Thy pleaſing ſounds proceed from Inſtruments ; 
Ours an Harmoniows voice, whoſe rare accents 
Have often forc'd ſweet Philomel forbear 

Her ſugred notes, our ſweeter tunes to hear ; 

Nay great Apollo, the Muſitians God, 

What time he here on earth made his aboad, 

Was ſo delighted, with the curious ſtrains . 

Of well-tun'd ditties, pen'd by pregnaat braigs , 
That had he not engaged beea to keep 
The numerous flocks of King Admetw Sheep, 
Then, when rude Par, with his Pipes ruſtick = 
Durſt to contend with his Harps lofty Lay 3 
The Weavers Songs, with raviſhing Melody, 
Did ſo delight the God of Harmvozy , —_ 
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That with them he would here have /pmpathizd, 
And ſuch rare Songs to their ſweet notes devis'd 3 
That like to Orphezs, their inchanting Ditties 
Should tame wild Beaſts, build up Towns & Cities. 
For this he did acknowledge, to their praiſe, 

They did for Song, from all Trades bear the Bayes. 
Thus 'twixt Apollo, and Minerva, 1 

Though in rude fort, have wrought affinity 3 

But watiting her Invention, and his Wit, 

My weak $skill hath not faſhion'd it fo fit, 

As better Artiſts might, that better know, 

For ty Pen here, my Ignorance doth ſhow. 

Here I have ſhew'd you how our Myſtenie, 

With the Sever Liberal Arts, doth nigh agree. 

And now [I'll ſhew, that ours more uſeful is 

Than all of them 3 but pardon me in this : 

For let none think, 'tis in the leaſt my thought, 
That thoſe rare Arts ſhould in contempt be brought , 
Of which the World hath ſo much uſe, and I 

As dearly love, as my own liberty , 

Or what 1s dearer tome; but to ſhow 

Our Trades true worth, and likewiſe let ſuch know 
Their ignorance, who do ito deſpiſe, 

Though of its nſcfulneſs, before their eyes , 

Nay on themſelves, they every day partake, 
Wirhout regard thereof: but as the Snake, 
Did(being nigh frozen dead)the man intreat 

To pat him ina place where he ſome heat 

Might re-afſutne, to'ſave his nigh loſt life, 

Which being attain'd , he doth repay with ſtrife, 
And foul ingratitude hislove : even fo, 

Thoſe Peacocks now in their great bravery know 
| No 
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Silk- weaving yields, the ſame to beautikic ; 
It not all Silk,) therefore us they ſpopn:; 
But ſhould they go a while, as they were born, 
Naked, or Cloath'd in Leather, then they would 
Reſpect our Trade, and wiſh it ever ſhould 
Flouriſþ in fame, and reputation till * 
Time the laſt minute of its courſe fulfill. 
But to my purpoſe : firſt for the numbring Art, 
What man 1s there that would not gladly part 
With it, and promiſe ne'er to ufe it more , 
Rather than be debar'd of that rich ſtore, 
And Comfort, that our Trade doth yield? and fo 
Geometry, who would not it forego, 
Before he'd looſe the part he doth poſleſs | 
[n ourrich Trades moſt'happy uſefulhed > +, ({ ] 
j_ too, as uſeleſs 1s, compar'd 
o our Arts worth, as any thereof debar'd 
Would ſoon acknowledg z and AMyſeck not at all 
May with us into Competition fall : 
For the orher rhree, there need fo mote be ſed, 
But us our Mother-Tongne would bring to bed: 
And I ſuppoſe, # a much letler harm were 
To want them all,thanCloaths to keepus warm there. 
I do not mean, the plain part of each Art, 
Which I to Leather-Garments may,conſort , 
But the ab(truſe part of each one might be 
Much better ſpar'd than our rich Myſtery : 
But to have both is beſt 3 for neither we 
Could want without great loſs ; arid bleſt be he, 
By whoſe Afliſtance we do both poſlels, 
And dayly partake of their uſctulnefs, 
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But now a yord or two, to ſhew the cauſe 
That ſuch contempt upon Silk-weaving draws : 
Then I herein have now no more to ſay ; 

But wiſh our Trade in good fame flouriſh may. 


The third CA N 7 0. 


Here its worth repeating, he 
8hewes what the chiſeſs cauſes be. 

Of its diſparagement, and doth ſhew 

From what weak grounds the ſame doth flow ; 

To redreſs which, ſeth declamations, © 
With inve@ive dehortations ; 

Then he extolleth ſuch by whom 

It Credit gaineth; and doth come 

To ſhew what worth not long ago- 

It had in London, and alſo 

Doth now retain by means of ſome, 

Who are Silk-weavers: and, ſo from 

One circumſtance to another he 

Proceeds, till his task ended be. 


F Weaving be of ſuch Antiquity, 

So uſeful, nay, of ſuch neceſlity , 

That all the world in general doth it need, 

And alſo ſtandeth other Trades inſtead : 
And that Perſonages great and emineat, 
Did with delight and pleaſure it frequent ; 
What is the cauſe 'tis now deſpiſed fo, 
Or by what means into ſuch contempt grony ? 
Being of moſt Trades, the Primtum _ 


Or the firſt mover, Pole, or Axel-tree 3 
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By which they are, and principally move, 
As the inferior Orbs, by that above ; 
Or as Leara'd Record terms his Arithmetick 

| The ground of Arts, ſo we, (juſtly) the like 
May (tile our Trade the ground of Trades : or it 
May (truely) be compared very fit 
To the foundation of a houſe, tor who 
Is he, that doth nat by experience know, 
That without it, the Building ſoon would fall ? 
So likewiſe many Trades, yea, almoſt aly, 
Were brought to ruine, having no remedy, 
But by the help of our rare Myſtery. 


Four Cauſes here, I 1] prineipally name, 

That chiefly are the reaſons. of the ſame. 

The firſt, ſome ſhop- keepers, that buy our Ware, 
Who, when bad Tradiag is, ſo cruel are, 

So griping, and unconſcionable, that 


When poor.men come to (ell, will bid a rate 
Of ſo ſmall profit, knowing they perforce 
Muſt any money take, or do things worſe ; 
Thus by the low rate they in hard times give 
Poor Weavers, they conſtrained are to live 
Meanly, and ſometimes ready to want Bread, 
While the other are both. richly cloath'd and fed , 
And in their Shops, (like Lords) moſt ſtately are, 
With the profit they get by the Weavers Ware z 
And the poor Weaver, by his cruelty, 
Forc'd to ſpin out his Lite in poverty ;. 
Which brings a ſcandal on our Trade, while he 
That is the cauſe, doth flouriſh gallantly. 
Of ſome this is the Cuftome; but there be 
Others among them, deal more Chriſtianly, 

By 
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By giving aato thoſe, of whom they buy, 

A price that will maintain them decently : 

Let a bleſſing be upon ſuch men, nay they 

Will bleflings frad, now or another day; 

But th'other their ſear'd hearts are grown ſo hard, 
That they nor Curſe nor Bleſſing do regard, 

For Griping gain, "the god'is they adore : 

But by this means poor Weavers are kept poor ; 
For they having no way to raiſe a ſtock, . 
And th'other no Conſcieace, hold them 1n this lock. 
| But there's other Silk-Weavers, who live brave, 
And make thoſe men pay well for what they have : 
I wiſh the reſt like theſe, could hold them to it, 
And no way like good husbandry will do it. - 
Three other ſorts of men, I likewiſe here, 
Will,though unwillingly, to you declare ; 

Who, if my judgment do me not deceive, 

Our Trade of much fame and repute bereave : 

Of which three, one is the hard-hearted man, 
Who hath no mercy, neither pity can 

Enter his breſt, nor knows he Chriſtianity , 

Nor is ith'leaſt acquainted with Humanitiez 

But poor Children abuſe, and do not beat 

Only their backs, but bellies, by want of meat; : 
Which makes them heartleſs that ſervice to do, 
Which they by him are dayly ſet unto: 

Neither can he, without the ſame ſubfiſt, 

If it be not by their hard labour encreas'd, 

Which they not able at all times to do, 

His furious hot diſpleaſure run into, 

And ſome his ſtorming rigour to prevent, 

Too oft aſide ſtep, to ſcape puniſhment. z 
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And many too many Dames, rather than they 
Will (eek a means his chollar to allay, 
The more'will agravate his fury, though - 
It ſometime proves to be their overthrow; 
Rather if Boys want wit, have thou a care, 
That want of patience fall not to thy ſhare 
Allure him by g6od Counfe), and fair'/words, 
Both whictare known, to be more powerful cords, 
And ſooner will him (draw t'amendment, than 
The ſtricteſt courſe of the molt cruel men: 

But if that fair means w-ll not win him to 

That which is fitting, known for him to do 3 
Then ufe the rod, or wand, but careful be 
Mercy *to mix with thy ſeverity : 

If thou too {tridt art, and he run away, 
Whither to ſeek him wilt thou take thy way ? 
And he then wanring, ts wants to ſupply, 

At beſt muſt-beg, and i the (treers oft lve. 
Whereby'our Trade hath been'mnch ſcandaliz'd, 
For want of both being better advisd : 

Was not a M»ſter and a Dame lately 

In danger of hfe, for their great cruelty ? 

Let them & warnin» be to others, thatthey 

By fuch Jomgs work not their own decay 5 

But pitty 'tis the Trade in general . 

Should cenſur'd bz by ones unhappy fall. 

The other two, as ſha!l to you be ſhown, 

Are known the Deun'card and the 18le droan ; - 
The Dr:nkard- doth ſuch unfit cariiage ſhow, 
That we do now- atoa by-word g-ow 5 

For it a man do any:Drunkard meet, 

As daily ther'sto00-many in the ſtreet, 
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There goes a drunken Weaver he doth cry ; 
Thus our Trades brought to infamy thereby. 
But though the Trade thereby doth bear much blame, 
Himſelf 1s alſo ſcourged for the ſame 3 | 
Witneſs his poverty, and poor array, ' 
Witneſs his health and ſtrength both which decay ; 
Witneſs his diſreſpe& with honeſt men, 
Witneſs his aatick, frantick carriage, when 
Drink hath him overcome, that he thereby 
Is jeer'd and ſcorn'd by the raskality ; 
And is unfit for labour made, whereby 
He draws on him and bs gant poverty. 
Philip the King of Macedonia, when 
. Heagainſt the Perſears march'd with an hoſt of men, 
Hearing they were inclin'd t'intemperancy, | 
He did forbear the war, ſaying,ſhortly 
They would orethrow themſelves: ſo, even fo 
The Drunkard ſeeketh his own overthrow, 
And the overthrow of his whole family ; 
And alſo on our Trade draws infamy. 
You young men Weavers, that do yet ſtand free 
From being acquainted with Ebriety 
If you a maſter have, or if there are 
Journy-men thus inclin'd, let it be far, 
Ever far from you, to follow their example, 
To take delight thereio, no rather trample 
Under your feet the thought of that which doth 
Both ſpoil the wit and memory of youth, 
Wrongs their invention alſo, and doth make 
Them much uncapable to undertake 
What might them profit, and preferment bring, 
For drunkenneſs behind it leaves a ſting 
: That 
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That doth the reputation wound of all, 
Both old and young that in love with it fall ; 
And if a young” mans Credit be once ſtain'd, 
Much labour it will ask, ere *tis regain'd. 
Drink hath theſe three effects, as one doth ſay, 


, And we find it to prove true, day by day. 


Pleaſure, Drunkenneſs, and Sorrow be 

Beyond exception taken for the three. 

The firſt is (Pleaſure, that 1s) when 'tis taken 

Moderately, but when that path's forfaker,, 

And we do ſwallow it down in excels, 

That bringeth forth the ſecond, (Drunkenneſs ) 

And if the Drunkard do live till the morrow, 

He'll find the third cffte&,(which will be Sorrow) 

Unleſs he be paſt hope, and wholly incline 

Himſelf thereto, making himſelf a Swine : 

Another fays it is a Monlter that 

Hath many bends, and who ſtartles not at 

So ſtrange an Obje& ? which heads are, ſaith he, 

Foul Talk, and. Actions that much fouler be ; 

With Ratling, Swearing, Curſing, Quarrelfing, and 

Wrath, Murder, which will then be all at hand. 

Oh ſuch a Monſter ſhun, whoſe poiſon foul 

Will overthrow both thy Body and Soul, 

And no leſs hateful is baſe 1dlereſs, _ 

As eyery wan tha'ts virtuous, will confeſs; © 

For it,hke Drunkenneſs, doth draw on need, 

And many evils more from it proceed : 

The idle man's unskill'd in any Aft ; © © 

The Idle Man. in Yzrixe hath no partz *. 

The iHle man thiiadaſttiou: diſpleaſess © 

Thejidle man heaps on kimſclf DIG4Gs _ 
The 
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The idle man is unto no man friend ; 

No not to himſelf , who time doth idly ſpend : 
For dilgence attains to that , which he 

Shall never do, for lack of induſtry. 

The doing man hath plenty ſtill in ſtore, 

But idle negligence is always poor ; 

Labour gains Love, Credit and Reputation ; 
Negligence contempt and deteſtation. 

Be thou a Maſter, Servant, or who-ere 
Theſe lines of mine doth either read or hear, 
Regard not who did write them, rather learn, 
Between the good and evil to diſcern : 


Fly drunkenneſs and floath, both which all kaow 


(That do know any thing) lead unto woe 3 
Strive to be temperate and induſtrious, ſo 
You ſhall not onely your waats overthrow, 


But bring your ſelves in credit ; and our Trade, 


Which by ſuch miſdemeanours hath been made 

Contemptible, ſhall reputation gain, 

And hell-bred envies Calumny reſtrain : 

But I hope men of judgment are more wile, 

Than to give ear unto ſuch Calumnies : 

For,as we ſay,One ſwallow doth not make 

A Summer, ſo, I hope no man will take 

Advantage from a few deſpiſed men, 

The Trade in general to Shw_ when 

There is not any Handycraft I know 

In Loxdox, out of which there dayly grow 

Men of more wealth, or known abilities ; 

Or few or none to higher places riſe 

Than Weavers have and do : ſhould I omit 

To ſpeak of ſome time paſt, which is not yet 
G 
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Five hundred years, for then it is well known, 
As truth by true relation hath it ſhown, 

The Weavers did in London bear great ſway, 
Wherein they continued many a day : 

For thoſe that have read ancient Records know, . 
No Company in London can out-go 

The Weavers by Aatiquity ; for we 

The firſt Socicty in Londor be, 

That is confirm'd by Charter, it being known. 
About five hundred years of age, and none, 

Not any Company ſo ancient 1s, 

Nor any Charter qa before this z. | 
Which though it be no broader, nor 1n length. 
Exceeds a hand, it is known of that ſtrength, 
Being but about ten lines, that there's not many, 
Charters in this City, if there be any 

Puts down our Charter for validity, 

As many learned Clerks can teſtify. 

And I once heard Recorder Littleton 

Confeſsno leſs, when it he look'd upon, 

Who was much taken when he did it ſee, 

And reverence ſhew'd it for antiquity : 

And being 'tis truth, that we are known to be 
The firſt incorporated Company, 

That then in Londox was, Weavers might well ' 
As they then (tood, all other Trades excel ; 

And Candle-wick:Street, which is yet ſo nam'd 
For Weavers Looms there {tanding, is ſtill fam'd. 
I further might have boaſted, telling you how | 
Our Maſter ſwaid here, as the Lord Mayor now, 
And after 'twas a Mayoralty, they did ride 

In Purple-Gowns oft by the Mayors fide,. 
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But that I was not certain it was true, 

And nothing on bare hearſay would I ſhew ; 
But fame hath ever told us it was ſo, 

And from no cauſe no ſuch report could flow. 
I wiſh this City Peace, Plenty, Health ;may honour 
Be dayly more and more conferr'd upon her ; 
Let her Societies flouriſh, let there be 

Union within her Walls perpetually ; 

Let every ſeveral Corporation know 

Its place and dignity, though ours below 
Some others at this preſent doth appear, 

This I have writ, to ſhew what once we were : 
Not to detract from others, for ſome be ' 
Honourable by their Titles, ſo are we 
Expretiled in our Charter, which hath been 
Confirm'd by Parliament, as may be ſeen : 

But the Proverb ſays, and all allow the ſame, 
Tell me not what I was, but what I am. 
What we have been my lines in part declare, 
Nor need I ſhameto write what now we are ; 
For here is living at this preſent day, 
A worthy Alderman late Lord Mayor, and may 
I write without offence, although he be 
Free of an Honourable Company, 
I hope he will not blame me, nor deny 
That he hath us'd Silk-weaving formerly ; 

And allo more, his honour to augment, 
Hath been a Member of our Parhament. 
But of our own Members, of late had we 
Two worthy Gentlemen, both ſeen to be 
Aldermen of this City ; alſo I 
Have knowa them Maſters of our Company, 
| G 2 Being 
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Being Silk-weavers, and likewiſe we have 
Common Council-men, who with other grave 
And ancient Citizens,are known to be 
Governors of Bride-well ; belides have we 
Some choſen to be of the Corporation, 

Where poor mens children have good Education. 
Alſo in Naval conduct now have we 

Many brave Weavers, who Commanders be, 
Who for this Kingdom have good ſervice done, 
And honour, fame, and Wealth gain'd ; alſo run 
Through many difficulties, and been made 
Governors of ſtrong holds, who by their Trade 
Are all $ilk-weavers : thus by what's writ you fee 
I'th' City and the Navy both have we 
Weavers of note and worth, and many more, 
Which would too long for me be torun ore ; 
Who naturally are otherwiſe 1nclin'd , 

And unto ſeveral ſtudies bend their mind. 
Many proficients in Divinity, 

And many ſtudious ia Philoſophy : 

Some very curious the Natures to know 

Of natural things; one of which hath to ſhow 
As many ſorts of moſt {trange rarities, 
AsTthink ever one man ſaw with eyes : 
Others in Phyſick, and Aſtrology, 

Very well ſeen are, one eſpecially, 

Who I cannot paſs over, nor omit 

To write Encomions of him that are fit. 

E formerly have rcad of an old Oak, 

Among the Poets, that in old time ſpoke, 

And gave forth doubtful Anſwers, and alſo 
Of Delphos Oracle, that long ago 


Anſwer'd 
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Many to reſolve doubts oft to hi 


Anſwer'd demands, with words of double ſence ;. 
But here is plain and true intelligence : 


Returning with great ſatisfation home, 
For his knowledg in Phyſick, and herein 


Hath with ſucceſsful proof approved been ; 
And from Black-Fryers both Town and country can 


Teſtifie, he is a well deſerving man. 


It would be here too much , too long, to me, 


Several men to name particularly, 


For their known worth ; onlyT will ſhow, 
That we have alſo many Sitk-weavers who, 
In their reſpe&ive dwellings, live as brave, 


And as good fame and reputation have, 
As any Trade about them, none difprais'd, 


And are as frequent in their Pariſhes rais'd, 


All Offices to bear, as others be- ; 


And not a few, but many ſuch have we ; 


No pea is able fully to let forth ; 


And may their number ſtill increaſe, that fo, 
Weaving tobe reſpe&ted more might grow : 
But as the pureſt Laws may ſtained be, 
And the ſweet Roſe hath pricking thorns we lee, 
Or as among good Wheat ſome Darrel grows 3 
So we among theſe Gentlemen have thoſe, 
Who nor their own, nor the Trades fame regard, 
But ſhame, diſgrace and poverty is their reward : 
Which I do name with grief; but for the reſt, 

Be they with Heaven and Ezytbly bleſſings bleſt 3 
For by their means, the Credit of our Trade 
Upheld is much, which but for ſuch were made 
Contemptible with ſome, although its worth 
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Much lefs hath mine here, who the unfitteſt am - 
Of (many) any to declarethe ſame. 

But I have long defir'd to'do what here 

You ſee is done; if well or mean, how-ere, 

I hope my friends with good acceptance will, 
Value my meaning, wave my want of skill : 
For my intent was Slk-weaving to raiſe 

One ſtep out of diſgrace, where many days 

It hath 1yen ſtruggling, as wantinga hand, 
To lift it on its former legs to ſtand .; 

This on its knees may ſet it, an abler pen 

May if well order d place «t —_ agen : 
Which bewg done, its glory than ſhall laſt, 
Until the laſt Trzzp.ſoundeth ats laſt blaſt ; 

For what ever doth periſh, Weaving will 
Continue until 7;#:e his Tizze fulfil ; 

And Snow-Ball like, thefurther it doth paſs, 
Gather fair fame to. blot out foul diſgrace. 

Nil ultra now 1'11 ſet unto my pen, 

And crave for favour of thoſe Gentlemen, 
Thoſe well deſerving Weavers, who time hath made 
To be the'praiſe and glory of our Trade ; 

Hoping that they wilt no exceptions take 

For what's. here done, being partly for their ſake, 
And partly to admoniſh thoſe that run 

Out-of the way, 1 did what here is done ; 

And alſo to take off that ſcandalous blot, 

Which the Trade if confidered deferyes not : 

And if I gain their loving favour, I 

Have the chief end that I delire hereby. 

Let Momus then jeer on, and flout his fill, 

Let the defaming Critick cenſure (till, &, 

Let 
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Let traducing Zoilxs my lines reprehend ; 
Let them all their whole ftock of malice ſpend, 
And from theig tongues their envious poylon ſpit, 
My harmleſs lines will gain more fame by it : 

For Innocence the more it is deprelſt, 

Will like the Palzz, gain a more flouriſhing Creſt, 
And ſo relying on my friends good will, 

I remain their obliged ſervant ſtill; 

And ſhall be ever willing them to ſerve, 

If ſo. my weakneſs may their loves deſerve.. 


